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The start of a
kindergartner's

-

journey

By Scott Cousins
SOUSINS@YDURIOURNAL COM

Thomas Halbrook, 5, has been prepar-
ing for this moment for months.

“He's been ready since the start of sum-
mer vacation," said his dad, Michael Hal-
brook.

Thomas is one of 18 students in the kin-
dergarten class of Holy Family School in
Granite City. His first day is Friday.

He can hardly wait.

4] want to learn new stuff]" said Thom-
as, who lives in Granite City, *It's going o
be big kid stuff — like reading books.”

He's especially eager to learn science.
“Bacause [ like dinosaurs. They're cool” he
explained,

When asked his favorite, Thomas dem-
onsteated by prowling and growling.
Brothers Matthew, 3, and Joseph, 1, joined
in. Thomas said he was a Dromaeosau-
rus — @ small carnivore that lived about Jo
million yesrs ago.

His parents said Thomas knows his let-
ters and many words, but he's still having
trouble with telling time and coins.

Suzanne Halbrook said attending the
Holy Family Learning Center last year is
helping with the transition.

“1 think there are areas he's going to do
well. There are a few things we still need
to work on before school starts, like tying
shoes)” Suzanne said. “1 think he's going to
be OK. I'worry about the little things."

There's also practcal issues, like unch,

“We looked at the hot lunch menu to-
day,' Michael Halbrook said. “He's a very
slow eater, He's going to have a hard time

= with a half-hour for lunch."
%, A Thomas expects his biggest challenges
with drawing the numeral nine and gluing
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forms and a backpack stuffed with sup-
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e T
SCHOOL | PageAl

penells,  sclagors,
glue and folders _
— ready to go.

“This one's my s —
favorite  color YE AR ONE
Thomas  said,. as
QISR TR = R THE KINDERGARTEN EXPERIENCE
folder, then ques- =
tioned his mom. Thtslsﬂm!{ﬂ ﬂwmiﬂfwmﬁm_
" which Jourmal reparters are follow-
Should T have i

T ingy thie same Kingergarten student

got one in pink? it thl oot year
Do H:E_‘!rlet people Wm "nwm kit i
have pink? [ took oo e fibnicns: froim the
IhE IEd. I{JHE I.‘x." First dﬂ 10 the hSI. y s

Contact reportel Visit suborbanjourmalt.stitoday.com

Scott Cousins at
618.344-0264. ext oy peal e stores abaat our e SRR R

FIER st Thormas Halbrook, 5, of Granite City,
——— 15 1S backpack ready for school.

See SCHOOL on Page A2




